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DETAILED ACTION 

RCE 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on April 16, 2003 has been entered. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Heidel et al (5,342,047) in view of Bruzzese (EP 0 789 338). 

Regarding claims 1-2 and 6-8, Heidel teaches a gaming machine 
controlled by a processor in response to a wager, said gaming machine 
comprising a display including a video portion (Fig. 1, #12) and a non-video 
portion (Fig. 1, #34); and a touch screen overlapping the video portion; said video 
portion including player-selectable first indicia selectable via said touch screen 
and the non-video portion including permanent player selectable second indicia 
selectable via the touch screen (abstract; Fig. 1). While Heidel teaches a gaming 
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machine with video and non-video portions and a touch screen overlapping the 
video portion of the machine, Heidel lacks disclosing a touch screen overlapping 
the non-video portion of the machine. In an analogous gaming machine, 
Bruzzese teaches the bonding of a touch panel to an existing non-video 
{mechanical reel portion} of a gaming machine (abstract; col. 1 ,ines 47-58). It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the touch screen technology of Bruzzese over the non-video 
{electromechanical buttons} of Heidel in order to make the buttons easier to 
operate by making them touch sensitive. This would allow for quicker input by 
the players. 

Regarding claims 3-5, Heidel and Bruzzese teach all the limitations of the 
claims as discussed above. Heidel further teaches the use of lights to illuminate 
the second indicia buttons (col. 3, lines 55-67). Heidel lacks the explicit 
disclosure of artwork on the non-video portion. Bruzzese teaches the feature of 
artwork on a non-video portion of a gaming machine (Fig. 1 ). It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include this feature of artwork, taught by Burzzese, in Heidel in order to make the 
gaming machine more aesthetically pleasing; thereby, attracting more players 
and increasing gaming profits. 
Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tremmel (5,632,679) teaches a touch sensitive controller 
for a video game. 
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Examiner's Response to Applicant's Remarks 

Applicant's arguments are moot in light of the new claim rejections, above. 
The examiner appreciates Applicant's amendments to better clarify the instant 
claim limitations. The concept of modifying non-video, mechanical gaming 
features with touch screen technology by overlapping the non-video portion with 
a touch panel is taught by Burzzese (cited on the IDS- paper #2). This appears 
to be the feature that Applicant relies on for patentability. 
USPTO Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Carmen D. White whose telephone number is 
703-308-5275. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on 703-308-1806. The fax 
phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703-308-7768 for unofficial communications and 703-305-3579 for 
official communications 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-308-1078. 
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